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y tmendments to the Claims; 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
pplication: 



uisting of Claims: 



j Claim 1 (cun^ently amended): A method for compensating for bacidight 
cjondltions in a scene for use in a camera that includes a flash and a flash control signal 
f(i)r activating the flash when the flash control signal is asserted, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

a)-generatlng a meter matrix for a scene that includes a plurality of points, 
wherein each point includes brightness infomriation and distance lnformation[t; andIL 
s&id generating comprising: 



defining a subject group of points: 
defining a background group of points: 
generating at least one point In the s ubject group; 
generating at least Q ps ooint In the background group: and 
b ) sel e ctively ass e rting a flash cont r o l signal based on the meter m a trix. 
detemriinrng the distance between the cam era and the point in the subject grou p; 
determining wh ether the distance between the camera and the point in the 
Si^biect gnaup is less than a predetermined distance: 



th 



when the distance between the ca mera and the point in the subject araitn Ir leRR 
in a predetermined distance: 



detemnlnin q a general brightness level of fhF> s^ rj^nt^; 
determinin g whether the general brightness level exceeds a 
predetennined brightness threshold: and 

when the general bright ness level exceeds a predetermined brightness 
threshold, asserting the flash control signal. 
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Claim 2 (cancelled) 

I Claim 3 (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [(2]J and further 
(^Qmpri6ing: whcre i rt the atGp of s el ectively aaaf j rting a f l ajth MtMrr ^i R i jn^i hm^ ^ M ^ . n ^hig > 



ffh eter matrix includes the steps of : 



a) dctemiining th e d istance between the camera and t he po i nt in the su b j e ct 

b) -determlning the distance between the camera and the point in the 
bjackground group; and 

^-determining the difference between the distance between the camera and the 
p|oint in the background group and the distance between the camera and the point in 
tljie subject group. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The method of claim 3 and further comprisino: 
Whe re in the step e i f select i v el y asse r ting a f l ash ce n trol l a ign a l based on th e m e t er 
matrix furt h er inc l ud e s t he st e ps of: 

determining the brightness of the point in the subject group; 
determining the brightness of the point in the background group; and 
determining the difference between the brightness of the point in the background 
gjroup and the brightness in the subject group. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The method of claim 4 and further comprising: 
wh e r e i n the ste p of sel e ctiv e ly asserting a flash control signa l bas e d on th e met e r 
fr 



a!rix further includes t he steps ef. 

determining whether the distance difference exceeds a predetermined distance 
thireshold; 

determining whether the brightness difference exceeds a predetemiined 
bfjightness threshold; and 

when the distance difference exceeds a predetermined distance threshold and 

wjien the brightness difference exceeds a predetermined brightness threshold. 

I 
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^sserting 



the flash control signal. 



Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of clarm 1 [[2]] wherein the 
bjackground points form an inverted "U" shape and the subject group of points form an 
" shape. 

Claim 7 (cancelled) 



I Claim 8 (cun-ently amended): The method of claim 1 [[7]] wherein the step of 
determining the distance between the camera and the point in the subject group 
irjicludes 

employing a spot focus sensor for measuring the distance between the camera 
a|nd the point In the subject group. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 [[?]] wherein the step of 
djstermining a general brightness level of the scene includes 

i 

I employing a general light sensor for measuring the general brightness level of 
the scene. 

Claim 10 (original): The method of claim 1 wherein the camera is one of a digital 
camera, a film camera, an image sensor. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A camera for capturing a scene , said camera 
C(j)mpri8ing: 

a)-a flash for emitting light in response to an asserted flash control signal; 
.a scene separator for separating th e plurality of points in a scene into a subject 
grjoup and a background oroup: 

I b)-a meter matrix generator for generating a meter matrix based on infonnation 
rejceived from the scene: wherein the meter matrix includes a plurality of points; wherein 
e^ch point includes distance information and brightness information; and 

I 
I 
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c) a ba c k l ight comp e naation unit coupi ed to th e m e ter m atrix g e n e rator fo r 
f isc el ving th e m e t e r mat r ix an d for oclec t iv e ly aaacrt i ng the flash control signal based o n 
th e mat r ix m e ter. 



a brightness e valuator for selectively asserting the flash control signal based op 
brightness information of a point in the subject group and a point in the background 



cjrouD: and 



a distance eval uator for sefectivelv asserting the flash control signal based on 
distance information of a point in the subiect group and a point In the background 



group- 



Claim 12 (cancelled) 

Claim 1 3 (currently amended): The camera of claim H ([12]] wherein the 
distance evaluator determines the distance between the camera and the point In the ' 
s jbject group, detenmines the distance between the camera and the point in the 
bjackground group, and determines the difference between the distance between the 
camera and the point in the background group and the distance between the camera 
a id the point In the subject group. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The camera of claim 13 and further comprising 
a[brightne8s compensation unit, wherein the brightness evaluator determines the 
bfightness of the point In the subject group, determines the brightness of the point In 
the background group, and determines the difference between the brightness of the 
point in the background group and the brightness of the point In the subject group; 

I wherein the backlight compensation unit determines whether the distance 
dijFference exceeds a predetermined distance threshold and detemiines whether the 
bijightness difference exceeds a predetermined brightness threshold, and when the 
diptance difference exceeds a predetermined distance threshold and when the 
brightness difference exceeds a predetermined brightness threshold, asserting the flash 
control signal. 
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Claim 1 5 (currently amended): The camera of claim H [[12]] wherein the 
cjlstance evaluator determines the distance between the camera and the point in the 
^ubjecl group, detennines whether the distance between the camera and the point in 
tfie subject group Is less than a predetermined distance, when the distance between 
t))e camera and the point in the subject group is less than a predetermined distance, 
employing the brightness evaluator to determine a genera) brightness level of the 
sioene, determine whether the general brightness level exceeds a predetermined 
bjrightness threshold, and when the general brightness level exceeds a predetermined 
bjrightness threshold, asserting the flash control signal, 
j 

} Claim 16 (original): The camera of claim 15 further comprising: 

a spot focus sensor for measuring the distance between the camera and the 
point in the subject group: and 

a general light sensor for measuring the general brightness level of the scene. 

i 

i Claim 17 (original): The camera of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

I means for measuring distance information of the scene: and 

1 means for measuring brightness Information of the scene. 

I 

I 

I Claim 18 (currently amended): The camera of claim 11 [[1 ]] wherein the 
camera is one of a digital camera and a film camera. 

Claim 1 9 (currently amended): A camera for capturing a scen e, said camera 
comprising: 

a) -means for emitting light in response to an asserted flash control signal; 

b) -means for generating a meter matrix based on information received from the 
scpne; wherein the meter matrix includes a plurality of points; wherein each point 
injjiudes distance infonnation and brightness information; and 

I c)-back)lght compensation means coupled to the meter matrix generator for 
receiving the meter matrix and for selectively asserting the flash control signal based on 
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I 
! 

i 

I 

i 

tfie matrix meterfr. TI. the backlight compensation means further comprising: 

means for separating the pluralit y of Dints In a scene into a subject group and a 
background group: 



brightness eval uation means for selectively asserting the flash control signal 
based on brightness information of a point in the subject group and a point in the 



tiackground group: and 



distance evaluation means for selectively asserting the flash control signal based 
on distance Information of a point In the subject group and a point in the background 

droup. 

Claim 20 (cancelled) 



Dck:ket No.: 100200819-1 



PAGE 1IH1S'R(M)AT1(l/11/2im3:11:13PM [Eastern DayOghtTime]'^ 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of tlie Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

a BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GR.\Y SCALE DOCUMENTS 

Q-LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ R£FERENCE(S) OR EkHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: . 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



